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sad Iqbal Khan, 
Manager – Business 
Development, AES 
Arabia believes that the 
region’s energy sector 
understands water 
security concerns better 

than any other industrial sector.
“Whether it is power, oil & gas or 

petrochemicals, the energy industry in the 
Middle East is highly conscious of the fact 
that water is scarce in the region. There are 
strict regulations in Saudi Aramco, Sabic and 
Ma’aden about water reuse. Wastewater or 
brine has to be treated before being recycled 
or disposed.” 

He should know because AES Arabia is 
among a handful of regional leaders focusing 
on industrial water treatment in the energy 
industry. The Riyadh-based company 
provides turnkey water and wastewater 
solutions for power, oil and gas, mining and 
petrochemicals sectors. Key clients include 
the likes of Saudi Aramco, Sabic, Gasco, 
Total, ExxonMobil and PDO.

“We design, engineer, manufacture, 
install and commission the whole plant 
ourselves,” said Khan. “We work mainly 
with the Engineering, Procurement & 
Construction (EPC) contractors and the 
end users.” 

Khan pointed out that there are different 
solutions for enabling efficient water use and 
savings in the energy sector, ranging from 
wastewater treatment to RO polishing to 
Zero Liquid Discharge (ZLD).  

He continued: “We recently worked on 
a project where all the process water from 
different sources like phenol washing or 
phosphate washing is treated. The water 
coming into the process is desalinated 
water; at the other end of the process, we 
are taking waste stream and treating it in 
order to recycle the water back into the 
process. This eventually contributes to 
water conservation.”
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Khan added that the number of cycles of 
reuse depends on the application and the 
nature of contaminants in the water.

AES Arabia has also carried out a 
successful implementation of a ZLD pilot 
project in Saudi Arabia. ZLD enables greater 
permeate recovery, while reducing brine 
volume and the associated disposal cost. 

Another area that AES Arabia is looking at 
is solar-powered desalination.

“King Abdullah Centre for Science and 
Technology (KACST) is planning to build 
a solar desalination pilot project,” said 
Khan. “In the UAE, Masdar has already 
awarded contracts to set up pilot projects for 
desalination powered by renewable energy.”

On the business front, Khan is confident 
that energy sector will continue to show a 
positive uptrend on the projects front.  

“Our markets are doing well,” he said. 
“In the past three years, I haven’t seen 
any project cancelled or put on hold in the 
energy sector. In the oil & gas industry itself, 
there is a lot of project activity in the UAE 
and Saudi Arabia.”

However, AES Arabia is working towards 
expanding its footprint in the Middle East in 
general. Khan said: “In the MENA region, we 
are focussing on Algeria and Iraq. We have 
executed a couple projects for Sonatrach in 
Algeria, and are working on projects in Iraq 
with ExxonMobil.”

Within the GCC, the company is planning 
to expand in Qatar and open a sales and 
service office in the UAE.

So given the positive environment on the 
projects front, is the region’s industrial water 
treatment market for the energy industry 
attracting new entrants? Is competition on 
the rise?

“This is a semi-niche market, and while 
there is competition, there aren’t too many 
players,” said Khan. “It is not an easy market 
to crack because you have to follow stringent 
standards, specifications; you need to have 
the technology and the approvals.”  

Industrial water treatment AES Arabia focuses 
primarily on energy and mining sectors
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MERKUR®, one of the leading exporters for pole 
systems from Europe, completed 33 KV INDUO 
iTP Engineered Timber Pole Line in Sur, Oman. 
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Leading lines in

power distribution

In recent years most of the sup-
plies where made up by PINUS 
SILVESTRIS poles. Worldwide de-
mand has been ever increasing 
recently making round wooden po-
les a scarce commodity with long 
acquisition time.

In September 2014 MERKUR®   
has completed the installation 
of the newly developed state of 
the art MERKUR®-INDUO ITP 
Engineered Timber Poles. In co-
operation with Mazoun Electricity 
Company SAOC and local contrac-
tors a feeder line from Al Ayjah grid 
station to the main 33kV stadium 
line in Sur was completed. The 
electricity corporation opted for 
the iTP engineered timber poles 

because of the extremely hostile 
weather conditions which led to a 
lot of round timber pole line dama-
ge in the past, caused by extreme 
wind conditions during the cyclone 
seasons.

During the execution of the pro-
ject the client and the contractors 
where highly satisfi ed by the hand-
ling characteristics of the material 
and its overall performance. 

Meanwhile the approval process 
for the iTP pole technology has 
been started with the DCRP board 
in Oman. MERKUR®foresees a 
strong market for the INDUO ITP  
Engineered Timber Poles in the 
region in the coming years.

Impregnation makes
the main difference

MERKUR®  German Technology offers two ranges of 
wooden poles: Naturally grown round wooden poles 
PINUS SILVESTRIS are the common standard through-
out the world for LV- and MV-power distribution lines, 
as well as telecommunication lines. INDUO iTP Engine-
ered Timber Poles are the new state of the art poles 
with impregnation throughout and outstanding durabil-
tiy. 

PINUS SILVESTRIS poles          INDUO iTP poles
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